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opment women’s capabilities

and contributions with macro-

development issues such as

population, the environment,

critical poverty, food scarcity,

energy and urbanization. This
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“The speed with which WID ‘took off’ in the third world
indicated that the ideas behind it corresponded to the needs and
interests of a significant number of women (and men ), and was
not simply a ‘foreign’ imposition. The ‘ease’ and rapidity with
which both the donor agencies and the African governments
adamsnd WIT no n doviolanmont ctrateov is nrohlematic. Pre-
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GENDER ISSUES IN DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES*

A survey of gender issues in
development strategies is pre-
sented below. It includes an
assessment of the way in which
the social, economic and politi-
cal position of women in rela-
tion to that of men has been
addressed in approaches to
strategies for development, and
of the implications of this for the
advancement of women. The
treatment of development issues
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A discussion of development
strategies firsthas toclarify what
is meant by development. A
widely adopted approach is to
recognize the multidimensional
character of development by a
focus on growth of national in-
come, plus improvements in so-
cial indicators such as decreases
in infant mortality and increases
in life expectancy and school
enrolment. Frequently this is

cation services, and of food, are
transformed by individuals into
saleable assets like ¢nergy and
skills. But this is only one di-
mension of human-resource for-
mation, and it leaves out of ac-
count the nurture provided by
mothers and fathers, brothers and
sisters, friends and neighbours,
care thatis not organized through
the cash nexus, care that is cen-
tral to human reproduction.




wives and mothers, they are eco-
nomically and socially vulner-
able on that account. The result
is the paradox that while the tra-
ditional relations of household
life may be oppressive to women,
they generally offer more secu-
rity for women, and attempts at
living free of them are risky.
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Development strategies are
typically evaluated in the fol-
lowing terms: efficiency of re-
source utilization; savings, in-
vestment and growth; human
capital formation; poverty and
inequality; the role of the State;
and participation, democracy
and freedom. A gender-aware
perspective would broaden the
criteria_of assessment, not by

“When women gain ac-
cess to development re-
sources, their productivity
will rise and development
will be spurred. When
women sit on decision-
making bodies and partici-
pate in the design of devel-
opment programmes, these

programmes will be more
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unpaid). If paidandunpaid work women in sector-focused pro- to raise returns on investment

by women were made visibleto  grammes in ways that address and improve the balance of
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gender relations create to the
operation of adjustment meas-
ures. These barriers have been
analysed in terms of gender-
Wjﬁ"‘i‘ﬁt‘m markate (a
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any developmentstrategy should  sources are depleted - the health,
be centrally concerned with re-  strength and capacities of
productionas wellasproduction, workers deteriorate. Human
and with the way these activities ~resource depletionnomore forms

are artirulated with ane annther amd@guam_hasi_s ﬁ s sustainable . .
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there is a need to go beyond this
and to restructure both State and
market so as to make both more
democratic and to facilitate the
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and apply gender-aware ap-
proaches.

There is a growing recogni-

ready been set by those whohave
no particular concemn for the ad-
vancement of women. This is an
important tactic because it is

agnsl n«,;nicinaﬁnn of womenand tion in those agencies that have likely to have more short-term
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SEMINAR ON
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The Seminar on the Integra- women’s analysisof whatwould ~ Gender referred to socially con-
tion of Women in Development  both meet their basic needs and  structed and culturally variable
wasintended toreview theefforts  empower them. roles that women and men played
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important to recognize that mar- () Theuseof technologyto methods involving participatory
kets and the private sector might undermine the survival of action. The introduction of gen-
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strategies on women and on gen- (b) The way to extend de-
der relations should be under- mocratization beyond peri-
taken and the possibility of gen- odicelectionsin orderto give
der-aware alternative develop- citizens real control over re-
ment strategies should be inves- source allocation in the
tigated. Such efforts should in- public and private sectors;

clude the d.eve‘lqpngent_of appro-
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nity leaders, academics and
project participants. Interna-
tional assistance will be indis-
pensable if such an effortistobe
completed in time for the Fourth
World Conference on Women.
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